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NECESSITIES 

 

• 2 colors of yarn 

• 3 stitch markers of the same color 

• 1 stitch marker of a different color 

• A double-ended hook (see info below) 

 

 

YARN 

For this tutorial it is best that you use a smooth yarn that can be easily frogged if you go 
wrong. Use a DK size yarn and choose 2 colors to start with, this works easier when learning 
this technique [like Scheepjes Colourcraft/Stylecraft DK/Royal (Zeeman for the Netherlands) 
or a cotton yarn]. 

As a starter you need to use 2 different colors, one for the Forward Pass and another for the 
Return Pass. 

The color for the Forward Pass is the color you will see at the corners of your square. 

 

 

HOOK 

In Tunisian Crochet, your hook needs to be 1-3 sizes larger than 
the suggested size on the yarn information label. To determine 
the right hook size for the Forward Pass, you need to make a 
normal Tunisian swatch. 

There are several hooks on the market that you can use. If you 
just want to try it and you have interchangeable hooks, you can 
create your own double-ended hook. You can place 2 hooks on a (small) cable or use a hook-
connector. For this swatch and smaller size squares you can use a small double-ended hook. 
When you want to make a larger item or if you do not have 2 hooks of the same size you 
should use a smaller hook for the Return Pass. 

I am using two different hook sizes as this technique will make the backside look neater. 
  



 

  

MARJOLEIN KOOIMAN 3 

 

STITCHES AND SYMBOLS 

I am using charts to create my patterns. Here you will find the explanation of the symbols. 
There is a written part below the chart. 

 

 Name  How to make the stitch 

TSS Tunisian Simple Stitch Insert hook under vertical bar 

TKS Tunisian Knit Stitch Insert hook between the front and 
back vertical bar to the back 

TES Tunisian Extended Stitch Pull up a loop as a TSS, YO and PT 1 
loop 

TRS Tunisian Reverse Stitch Like a TSS but worked on the backside 
of your work 

TFS Tunisian Full Stitch Insert hook between 2 vertical bars to 
the back 

TTSS Twisted TSS Insert hook from left to right under 
the next vertical bar 

TTKS Twisted TKS Insert hook from left to right and from 
front to back between the front and 
back vertical bar to the back 

1st Half 
Corner 

 TKS and TSS in the same stitch 

2nd Half 
Corner 

 TTSS and TTKS in the same stitch 

YO Yarn Over  

PT Pull Through  

SM Stitch Marker  

 

 

BASIC TUNISIAN CROCHET 

File    : https://muiscreations.jimdofree.com/tutorials-1/ 

YouTube video right handed : https://youtu.be/P_0ALxap_Dc 

YouTube video left handed : https://youtu.be/XyPuy_FRlgo 
  

https://muiscreations.jimdofree.com/tutorials-1/
https://youtu.be/P_0ALxap_Dc
https://youtu.be/XyPuy_FRlgo
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TSS – TUNISIAN SIMPLE STITCH 

Insert your hook under the next vertical bar.  

 

 

 

TTSS – TWISTED TUNISIAN SIMPLE STITCH 

Insert your hook from left to right under the next vertical bar,  

turn your hook upward. 

 

 

TKS  - TUNISIAN KNIT STITCH 

YouTube video: https://youtu.be/OAmDsA5vW-w  

Every stitch has a vertical bar in the front side as well as a vertical 

bar on the back side. You need to insert your hook between those 

two vertical bars from the front to the back, from right to left. 

Not between 2 individual stitches!!!! 

Repeat this for all stitches except the border stitch (pick up 2 strands). 

You will be creating a V, almost the same as knitting. 

Repeat for a few rows to practice this stitch. 

TTKS - TWISTED TUNISIAN KNIT STITCH 

 

Insert hook from left to right from front to back between the next  

vertical bars (front and back bar) 

YO and pull up a loop 

 

TFS  - TUNISIAN FULL STITCH 

Insert your hook between 2 stitches (before the next vertical bar)  

from front to back, YO, pull up a loop 

 

https://youtu.be/OAmDsA5vW-w
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TES - TUNISIAN EXTENDED STITCH 

This stitch is worked the same as the TSS but has an extra stitch on it. 

 

Insert your hook under the next vertical bar and pull up a loop, 

YO (photo) and pull through 1 loop on the hook.  

 

 

 

TRS - TUNISIAN REVERSE STITCH 

YouTube video right handed : https://youtu.be/MZ0-apDELEU 

YouTube video left handed : https://youtu.be/nJ37NS0sYfc 

 

 

This stitch is worked the same as the TSS, BUT on the back side (photo)  

of your work. 

Work a row of TSS before you start practicing TRS! 

You will need to work on the back of your swatch. Find the vertical bar in the back and insert 
your hook from right to left underneath that bar, YO, pull up a loop. 

 

This stitch is visible in the row below the new row. 
  

https://youtu.be/MZ0-apDELEU
https://youtu.be/nJ37NS0sYfc
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READING A CHART 

STANDARD TUNISIAN CHART 

Reading a chart isn’t difficult if you know how. 

Every little square is a stitch (numbers at the bottom and the top).  

A Row or Round has 2 lines, Forward Pass (numbers right) and 
Return Pass (numbers left).  

I always use a different color for the first and the last stitch, they 
are the border stitches. First one is already on the hook and for 
the last one you always pick up 2 threads on the hook. 

You ‘read’ the Forward Pass from right to left and the Return Pass 
from left to right (this is how right handed people crochet). 

 

TUNISIAN IN THE ROUND CHART 

The first 3 rows constitute the start of every square 
that has an odd number of stitches between the 
corners. And they are explained in the photo-tutorial.  

 

When you have finished those 3 rows you need a 
chart, those charts are build as follows: 

A square has 4 sides. Each side is a triangle. 
Therefore you need to crochet every row 4 times for 
1 complete round from row 4.  

 

You read the Return Pass from RIGHT TO LEFT, because you turn your work.  

 

WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS 

The complete written instruction can be found after the practice chart on page 13. 
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TUTORIAL 

This tutorial will create a square with an odd number of stitches between the corners. The 
Forward Pass is facing the right side of your work and the Return Pass is wrong side facing. 

 

FOUNDATION ROW 

Start with a Magic Circle , ch1 

 

 

 

 

Insert hook into Magic Circle 

 

 

 

 

 

Yarn over (YO) and pull up a loop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yarn over and pull through (PT) 1 loop on the hook 

 

 

 

 

 

Pull tight (2 loops on the hook) 
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Repeat those steps (insert hook/YO/pull up loop/ YO/PT 1 loop) 
until you have 6 loops on the hook. 

 

 

 

 

Take the stitch marker (SM) of a different color than the other 3, 
place this SM in the first loop, this indicates the beginning of a 
round. DO NOT FORGET THIS SM! 

 

 

 

 

RETURN PASS - RP 

Slide the stitches to the other hook 

 

 

 

 

Turn your work 

 

 

 

 

Using your second color, YO 

 

 

 

 

PT 1 loop. 

(This is the only time that you PT 1 loop!) 
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YO and PT 2 Loops 

This is the same for all Return Passes of your work. 

 

 

 

Repeat until you have 3 loops remaining on your hook. 

 

 

 

 

Slide the stitches to the other hook and turn your work. 

 

Close the Magic Circle 

 

 

ROUND 2 

TKS in first stitch 

Insert your hook from right to left and front to back between 

the front and back bar of the first stitch.  

Pull up a loop 

MOVE UP THE STITCH MARKER INTO THIS TKS! 

 

TFS between 1st and 2nd stitch (see photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insert hook from front to back  

Pull up a loop 

 

Make another TKS in the next stitch and TFS in between 

the next stitches.  
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Slide and turn  

 

 

Make 3 return stitches (PT 2 loops) 

 

Slide and turn  

 

 

 

 

 

Make TKS, TFS, TKS, TFS  

Slide and turn  

Make return stitches  

Slide and turn  

 

Repeat until you reach the SM 

 

 

FROM HERE THE RP IS: 

Slide and turn  

Make return stitches  

Slide and turn  

Always leave 5 loops (4 FP + 1 RP) on the hook. 
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ROUND 3 – MAKING CORNERS 

We will start with the second half of the corner. 

We need to make a TTSS and a TTKS in the stitch with SM.  

TTSS – TWISTED TUNISIAN SIMPLE STITCH 

Insert hook from left to right under the vertical bar 

 

Turn your hook upward  

 

 

YO and pull up a loop 

 

 

 

TTKS – TWISTED TUNISIAN KNIT STITCH 

Insert hook in the same stitch as the TTSS. 

From left to right and from back to front. 

YO and pull up a loop 

 

MOVE YOUR SM INTO THE TTSS 

  

 

 

 

 

TIP 

If you are having troubles making the corners please, watch these videos: 

TTSS + TTKS in the same stitch : https://youtu.be/0cnIkhOners  

TKS + TSS in the same stitch  : https://youtu.be/CA3iEz8g4Kk  

First and second half corner next  

to each other but not in the round :  https://youtu.be/6z3Q3z3BU94  
  

https://youtu.be/0cnIkhOners
https://youtu.be/CA3iEz8g4Kk
https://youtu.be/6z3Q3z3BU94


 

  

MARJOLEIN KOOIMAN 12 

 

Make TKS in next stitch  

TKS + TSS in the same stitch (1st half corner) 

Place a SM in the TSS. 

TTSS+TTKS in next stitch (2nd half corner) 

Make RP 

 

Make TKS in next stitch  

TKS+TSS in the same stitch (1st half corner) 

Place a SM in the TSS. 

TTSS + TTKS in next stitch (2nd half corner) 

Make RP 

 

 

Make TKS in next stitch  

TKS + TSS in the same stitch (1st half corner) 

Place a SM in the TSS. 

TTSS + TTKS in next stitch (2nd half corner) 

TKS 

TKS + TSS in the same stitch (1st half corner) 

 

Place the first SM in the last TSS of Round 3, so that it also                      
indicates the first half of the corner. 

 
From here you need a pattern/chart for the square.  
The Forward Pass will grow between the completed corners  
(first and second half). The corners will always be worked in the  
TSS and TTSS. They are easily recognized by the V they will create 
in your work. 
 
On the next page you will find a small chart for you to practice your swatch.  
 

TIP 

 
If you make a mistake in those first 3 rounds it is easier to rip the whole thing and start all 
over again. It is what I do when I forget to move up my stitch marker. 
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NOTE FOR LEFT HANDED PEOPLE:  

This chart is equal/symmetrical in both directions therefor it can be used by left handed 

people without creating a mirrored pattern/chart.  

When a chart is not equal/symmetrical on both sides (as in my CAL pattern “Loving Lines”) 

you can read the complete chart from left to right to create a similar project or create a 

mirrored chart. Make sure you work the same way for every square.  

THE CHART 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the rows from right to left. A square is built with 4 triangles. Because this a practice 

swatch I only included 1 triangle for all 4 sides. You need to repeat this chart 4 times to 

create a complete square. Always check my complete pattern, because I love to play with 

smaller squares to create new patterns when you sew them together. 

WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS 

Row 4 : (2nd half corner), TKS, TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 5 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 3TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 6 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 2TRS, TKS, 2TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 7 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 2TRS, 3TKS, 2TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 8 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 2TRS, 5TKS, 2TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 9 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 2TRS, 7TKS, 2TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 10 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 2TRS, 9TKS, 2TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 11 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 3TRS, 4TKS, TRS, 4TKS, 3TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 12 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 5TRS, 2TKS, 3TRS, 2TKS, 5TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
Row 13 : (2nd half corner), TKS, 19TRS, TKS, (1st half corner)  
 


